Product Information

ABET LAMINATI “Externa”

Characteristics & Installation

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION & APPLICATIONS

Externa is made from Solid Grade HPL (High Pressure Lami-
nate) for exterior use manufactured in accordance with the
European standard EN438.

The surface texture, called “GRIP” , is made up of a structure
of embossed squares, in a diagonal pattern to facilitate drain-
age and reduce slipperiness.

Externa is offered in a range of 6 plain colours: Grey (# 0475),
Beige (# 0416), Ivory (# 0825), Sand (# 0414), Ochre (# 1801)
and Green (# 1802).

The self supporting Externa panels for balcony flooring can be
used for the construction or renovation of balconies, stairs,
terraces, podiums, sheds or similiar structures, but must not
be submitted to excessive point loads.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

Always allow for a gradient of at least 1.5 to 2%. Water must
always be able to drain away and not be allowed to pond on or
beneath the surface or in the fixing holes or the joints between
the sheets.

When used externally, it is essential to seal the holes and
joints with silicon.

In order to maintain a good stability of the panel, the panels
must not be glued or laid directly on the base. Always provide
adequate air circulation on all four sides, as well as uniform
climatic conditions.

Expansion can occur up to 2mm/m: the expansion joint
between the panels must be of at least 8mm; avoid joints
across the direction of the slope; fix the panel on the four
corners, with a distance from the edge of at least 2cm but not
more than 10cm. Joints must be planned for, so that if they
occur parallel to the joists, they always fall on the joist itself.

MACHINING / FABRICATION / STORAGE

Externa sheets are as easy to machine as timber or plywood.
We however recommend you use tungsten tipped or diamond
coated tools.

When using a hand saw, we recommend you cut from the
underside of the sheet. Furthermore, you should always
chamfer all edges to avoid cracks which could weaken the
sheets as well as cut your hands. During transport and storage
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INSTALLATION

The panels may be screwed, glued or fixed with a tongue and
groove technique. The important factor is to always use corro-
sion resistant and weatherproof hardware and components. It
is important to consider that Externa panels behave just like
timber. They will expand with humidity and slighly contract
when dry.

If fixing is with screws, it is important to allow adequate room
for expansion and to use a support in rubber or plastic with a
thickness of 2-3mm.

As a rule of thumb, always allow 2mm of clearance for each 1
meter in length of the panel.

For example: for a panel 3.0m long, the hole must be 6mm
larger than th diameter of the screw used.

If fixing is on timber joists, we recommend the use of angle
irons.

When gluing, a strong and sturdy framing is essential. The
glue bands must be uninterrupted and in sufficient quantity on
the whole length. This will avoid the expansion of the panels.
Always follow the recommendations of the glue manufacturer.
Silicone must be applied to all joints and holes to avoid any
penetration of water.

Distance Maximum Bowing Bowing Bowing
Between Load of 1.5mm | of 2.0mm | of 3mm
Joists @ @ @
500mm 1,200 kg/m? | 1,000kg | 1,200 kg | 1,200 kg
600mm 800 kg/m* | 500 kg 600 kg 900 kg
700mm 500 kg/m? | 300 kg 400 kg 500 kg
800mm 300 kg/m? | -- 300kg
RECESS SPANS

d=10mm a=4mm b=20mm c¢=4.0mm (+0/-0.3)

DIMENSIONS & WEIGHTS
Thickness: 16.00mm (+/-) 3%
Weight: 23.0kg/m2

Sizes: (tolerance +/- 1.0mm)

always keep the panels flat on stable pallets; always cover the 2080x1590 3.31m2 76kg/sheet
top panel with a sheet of plastic 3040x1290 3.92m2 90kg/sheet
4180x1590 6.65m2 153kg/sheet /=
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