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How do you clean and care for ABET LAMINATI Print HPL? As 
you would any quality High Pressure Laminate product.  HPL is a 
very practical and hard wearing surface but like all materials it 
can be damaged if used without adequate care.

EVERYDAY CLEANING
Follow these simple rules to enjoy your HPL surface for many 
years.
1. Wipe with a soft damp clean cloth and dry off with a  
 soft dry clean cloth
2. Wash down the surface with warm soapy water and  
 rinse with a soft damp clean cloth and dry off with a  
 soft dry clean cloth.

REMOVING MORE STUBBORN STAINS
Warm soapy water will remove most marks; the following recom-
mendations will assist you in more difficult situations:
DO use a soft bristle nylon brush (eg. nail brush) on highly 
textured or embossed surfaces. Methylated spirits are effective 
against soap and grease marks.
ALWAYS rinse down the surface with clean water
IMMEDIATELY wipe off hair dyes, tea, beetroot and berry juices, 
red wine, bleaches and oven cleaners, hydrogen peroxide, 
caustic solutions as they will leave permanent marks.
Wax or parafin residues must be removed mechanically. Use only 
a wooden or synthetic spatula to avoid scratching; remove final 
traces by dabbing with blotting paper and a clothes iron on a dry 
medium setting such as “wool”.
Grease, oil, lipstick, shoe polish, rubber stamp ink can often be 
removed using organic solvents such as acetone (nail polish 
remover).
Whilst steam cleaning is an option, it must be used with caution, 
it will not affect the HPL surface, but may affect the substrate (eg. 
particleboard or MDF) to which the HPL is bonded causing it to 
lift.
DO NOT use acidic solvents and detergents  containing strong 
acids or stongly acidic salts (eg. formic acid, aminosulphatic acid 
based decalcifying substances, cleaning agents for silver, oven, 
drain and toilet cleaners); any spillages should be removed 
immediately.
DO NOT use waxes or furniture polish. They are unneccessary 
and will only dull the surface and create unsightly blotches.

A HOUSEKEEPING TIP
For stubborn soiling a solution of cloudy ammonia and quality 
detergent will work wonders! Using a clean measuring jug, 
prepare a solution of 25% cloudy ammonia (for best results use a 
quality brand), 25% quality brand dishwashing liquid (such as 
Morning Fresh) and 50% clean warm water. Apply the above 
using a regular circular motion to small sections at a time, using a 
soft cloth or soft bristle nail brush. Allow very stubborn marks to 
soak for a while before cleaning. If needed, complete by spraying 
a small amount of glass cleaner such as Windex. Often just a 
drop of Eucalyptus Oil with Morning Fresh will do the trick!

FINISHING OFF
Whatever method you use, always complete by washing the 
surface down with clean warm water and then dry with a soft 
cloth; remember to replace the water and cloths regularly to 
ensure that all traces of detergent are removed. Avoid excess 
water, if water penetrats the join, it can attack the glue line as well 
as making the substrate swell.

A WORD OF CAUTION
When using methylated spirits, acetone and solvents in general, 
remember that these products will breakdown the adhesive used 
to bond HPL to the substrate, be extra careful around joins and 
edges!
If you do need to use solvents, follow the manufacturer’s recom-
mendations and always ensure that the room is well ventilated 
and wear the appropriate protective clothing and eyewear. Keep 
containers closed and away from heat, sparks and open flames.

SCRATCHES, CUTS & BURNS
HPL can be damaged by cutting or chopping directly onto its 
surface.  Always use a chopping board. Earthen ware objects 
can scuff the surface of HPL.
Protective mats must always be used to prevent the HPL being 
exposed to excessive heat (ie. near hot irons and when pans or 
dishes are taken from hot plates or ovens). This also applies to 
some brands of electric frypans, toasters and kettles. Excessive 
heat can also cause solvent based contact adhesvies to soften, 
causing the laminate to lift from the substrate and bubble.

MARKER BOARD LAMINATE
Marker board laminate requires specific care; please refer to the 
separate care recommendations.


